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Japan-Africa Youth Program Application Guidelines  

 Professionals Japan Visit Program for Co-creation (Animation Production) 

 

1.  Overview of the Japan-Africa Youth Program 
Japan-Africa Youth Program is an international exchange initiative aimed at deepening mutual understanding 
between young people from both Japan and Africa through observation and cultural exchange. 
As part of this Inbound program, participants are expected to gain fresh perspectives by experiencing Japan’s 
advanced technology, rich culture, and diverse social systems. The program seeks to empower them to grow 
as leaders contributing to Africa’s future development and as individuals who, together with Japanese youth, 
will strengthen ties and co-create a sustainable future for both regions. 
 
 
A part of this Japan-Africa Youth Program is destinated to 20 young professionals in the animation industry 
from Africa. It offers opportunity to discover anime production sites or anime-related industry and 
educational institutions, aiming to inspire them and to foster connections between these professionals from 
Africa and Japanese companies. It provides participants with opportunities to deepen their understanding 
of Japanese values, mindset, and cultural heritage. 
 

2. Program Details 

(1) Program Structure  

Program 
duration 

December 6 (Sun) – December 17 (Thu), 2026 [Stay in Japan: Dec 7 – Dec 16] 

※Please note that the schedule is subject to change depending on flight arrangements. 

Number of 
participants 

Number of Participants: 20 participants in total 

 (10 companies x 2 participants per company: 1 Executive and 1 Creator) 

 

2. Program Components:   

a. Online Pre-Exchange Program   
All participants are required to attend an online pre-exchange program in their countries before 
they leave for Japan. The online pre-exchange program may cover the following.  

• Online orientation (overview of the program, explanation of participants’ roles, 
and team-building activities)  

   

b. Activities in Japan  

The program may include the following activities. JICE will arrange the program taking into 

consideration the theme of each group.  

The following is provided as an example.  

✓ Exchange opinions with stakeholders in the Japanese Anime industries 

✓ Visits to facilities, universities, and other institutions related to the Japanese anime-

related industries 

✓ Reporting session  

※Presentations at the reporting session will be conducted in either English or French. 

Each company will have approximately 5~10 minutes and should include the following 
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three elements: (1) Overview of participating company, (2) Key learnings in Japan, and 

(3) Proposals for future collaboration. 

  ※Notes The program may be suspended or modified due to infectious diseases or unforeseen 

events.  

 

3. Language    

The online pre-exchange program and the on-site program in Japan are scheduled to be conducted mainly 

in Japanese with English and French translation.  

  

4. Qualifications for Participants  

This program is designed for animation studios in Africa. An animation studio can nominate one of its 

executives and one of its creators. Applicants should meet all of the following criteria.  

  

Basic Requirements  

• Understand the aims of the “Japan-Africa Youth Program”.  

• Hold the nationality of one of the target countries (member states of the African Union) and do not 
hold Japanese nationality.  

• Be up to 39 years old. 

• Be able to communicate in English or French or Japanese.  

※In anticipation of future exchange and collaboration with Japanese partners after the 

program, proficiency in either English or Japanese is preferable. 
 

Personal and Professional Qualifications  

• Be affiliated with an animation studio based in Africa. 

• Have a strong interest in and passion for the Japanese anime industry. 

• Be able to collaborate with Japanese creators on animation production, including during the 
periods before and after the program. 

 Health and Physical Requirements  

• Be in good physical and mental health to participate in the program.  

• Participants with a body temperature of 38°C (100.4°F) or higher on the day of departure will not 
be permitted to travel to Japan or participate in the program.  

 

Ineligibility Conditions  

• In principle, individuals who reside in Japan, or have stayed in Japan for more than twelve months 
are not eligible to participate.  

  

6. Application Process  

Application Form 

https://jice.form.kintoneapp.com/public/africa-cc-af
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✓ Please submit your application on a company-basis using the form above.  

✓ Only one application per company will be accepted. 

✓ The following documents must be submitted individually by each of the two applicants. 

① Valid passport copy   

The applicant must upload a copy of the photo page of their passport (color ). The copy should 

be clear, complete, and large enough for all information on the page to be legible. If the applicant 

does not have a passport that is valid during the period of the program, the applicant must 

immediately extend the validity period of the passport and submit a copy no later than two  

months prior to the program date.   

 

② “Letter of Understanding” (Please see the Annex 1)   

The applicant must carefully read the conditions described in the “Letter of Understanding” 

before applying for the program. The applicant must sign it and upload all pages of the 

document (not only the signed page).  

 

③ “Handling of Personal Information” (Please see the Annex 2)  

The applicant must read “Handling of Personal Information” before applying for the program. 

The applicant must sign it and upload the document. Personal information obtained in the 

“Japan-Africa Youth Program” shall be treated in compliance with the Personal Information 

Protection Law. JICE ensures the appropriate handling of personal information. JICE may 

provide personal information to travel agencies, publishers, cooperating organizations, 

schools, host families, and others in order to operate and report on the program by post, fax, 

or email. Personal information will not be used for any purposes other than operating and 

reporting on the program.  

 

④ A Headshot  

The applicant must upload a photo taken within three months.  

 

⑤ Certificate of Employment (issued by the applicant’s affiliated animation company) 

Applicants are required to submit a certificate or an equivalent letter verifying their place of 
employment and length of service. The URL of the website and/or SNS are highly recommended.  

 

  

7. Cost and Support  

(1) Expenses Covered by the Program  

The following arrangements and expenses will be covered by the program:  

a. International Travel (Flights are planned to depart from the international airport in the capital city.)  
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• Round-trip economy class international air tickets between your country of residence and Japan 
arranged by JICE.  

(Excess baggage fees are not covered and must be paid by the participant.) 

• Travel between the participant’s home and the designated airport is not covered.  

• The designated airport may not be the nearest airport to the participant’s residence. In most cases, 
arrangements will be made for the international airport in the capital of the country of residence. 

• Participants must use the designated flight; changes are not permitted even if self-funded.  

b. Accommodation in transit countries  

c.  Domestic Arrangement in Japan  

• Accommodation, transportation, and meals during the program   

• Admission fees for scheduled activities  

d.  Insurance Coverage   

• Overseas travel accident insurance  

  

  

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd.  

  

Note:  

• Chronic illnesses, dental issues, pregnancy, and pre-existing conditions are not covered.  

• If the insurance company disapproves of a claim, the participant must cover the medical 
expenses.  

• Any loss or damage to personal belongings is not covered.  

 

(2) Expenses NOT Covered by the Program  

The following expenses must be covered by the participant:  

• No cash allowance will be provided.  

• Personal expenses including:  

✓ Passport issuance or renewal  

✓ Acquisition of transit visas required for temporary entry into third countries during travel, if 
applicable  

Insurance  Coverage  
Amount  

(10,000 JPY)  

Accident  Death Benefit  2,500  

Physical Impediment Benefit  2,500  

Medical Expense  1,000  

Sickness  Medical Expense  1,000  

Rescuer’s Expense  300  

Personal Liability  5,000  
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✓ Vaccinations, PCR tests, and other medical documents  

✓ Excess baggage charges  

✓ Travel between home and the designated airport  

✓ Purchase of souvenirs or personal items before or during the program  
  

 

(3) Visa Acquisition  

To support smooth visa application and issuance, JICE will prepare the necessary supporting 
documents required for obtaining a short-term stay visa for Japan. JICE will also coordinate with the 
Embassy of Japan in each country as needed.  

However, the responsibility for obtaining the visa lies with each participant, and the application must 
be submitted and completed by the participant themselves.  

  

8. Terms and Conduct  

(1) Cancellation Policy  

 If a participant chooses to drop out of the program for reasons other than a medical emergency or a family 

funeral, the participant shall be fully responsible for any costs associated with this cancellation. The 

cancellation fees will be charged to the participant if their application have already been accepted and the 

flight and/or other bookings are completed. 

In the event of cancellation due to a medical emergency or a family funeral, cancellation fees may be 

waived upon presentation of a medical certificate or an evidence of the funeral requested by JICE. 

 

 

(2) The following are NOT permitted.   

• Arriving in Japan before the program or remaining in Japan after the program  

• Taking a flight other than the one designated by the program  

• To change accommodation (hotel or room assignment) designated by the program  

• To skip any elements of the official program, including scheduled meals or visits, for 

personal or business reasons such as meetings with relatives, friends, business partners in 

Japan, etc.  

• To be accompanied by someone else  

• Traveling to a third country on the way to Japan or on the way home  

 

(3) Conditions in Japan  

• All participants must attend all scheduled programs and follow the rules/guidelines/directions given 
by JICE.  

• Participants who are disruptive to the program may be dismissed and are responsible for leaving 
Japan at their own expense.  

• When requested, JICE will try to arrange the following* for religious reasons. However, JICE cannot 
guarantee their availability in all locations.  
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*Time and place for prayers  

*Meals suitable for religious dietary restrictions  

 

(4)  Photos/videos taken during the program  

The participant agrees to permit JICE and organizations involved in the program to use photographs, 
videos, audio recordings, and their name collected during the program.  
This permission includes the use of such materials in:  

• Printed publicity materials for the program (e.g., brochures and reports)  

• Websites  

• Social media  

• Television broadcasts  

• JICE publicity materials, reports, and any other media necessary for program operations  

These materials may be used in any and all media, whether existing now or developed in the future. This 
permission shall remain valid indefinitely, unless the participant submits a written request to JICE to 
revoke it.  

 

(5)  Japanese Laws and Regulations  

The participant must observe the laws and regulations of Japan. Offenders are subject to penalties under 

Japanese law. Any dispute arising out of the application for, participation in, or any matter relating to the 

program between a participant and the Japanese government or JICE shall be governed by and construed 

in accordance with the laws of Japan, without regard to the principles of conflict of laws, and shall be 

subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the applicable courts in Japan.  

 

(6) Attribution of responsibility during the program  

The participant agrees to release JICE (including its employees and agents) from any and all claims, 

demands, damages, losses, liabilities, and expenses including, without limitation, reasonable attorneys' 

fees and expenses (collectively, "Claims") arising from or relating to the participant’s participation in the 

program, provided, however, that the release shall not apply to any claims related to or arising from JICE’s 

gross negligence, bad faith, or willful misconduct. The participant agrees to indemnify JICE (including its 

employees and agents), and hold it harmless, from any and all claims arising from or relating to the 

participant’s violation of Japanese laws or regulations or breach of the terms and conditions of these 

Application Guidelines.  

 

9. Health and Safety  

To ensure safe and healthy participation in the program, we kindly ask for your cooperation with the 
following measures:  

  

1. Please wear face masks when requested and cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or a sleeve 
of your clothing if you have to cough or sneeze  
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2. If you experience any symptoms, such as fever, fatigue, or a cold during the program, please 

avoid going out and consult with JICE staff immediately  

3. Please wash your hands frequently with hand sanitizer (available at JICE) and gargle  

4. Please make sure to stay well-hydrated.  

5. We kindly ask you to monitor your health condition before breakfast, during the day, and at night. 
Please take your temperature as needed and inform JICE staff of any concerns.  

6. Please make sure to eat well and get sufficient sleep so that you can fully enjoy and participate in 
the program.  

  

  

Annex  

1 - Letter of Understanding for Visiting Japan Program (in-person program)  

2 - Handling of Personal Information   

3 - Overview and Model Itinerary   

 


